PROBLEMS OF THE FUTURE
forbidden to any man other than the master of
the house. There is no doubt much to be said
against treating women as caged birds. Is there
not, on the other hand, something to be said
against the unlimited freedom which, as mirrored
in modern fiction and the drama, permits married
women to spin down the ringing grooves of
change ? I do not expect the ladies to acquiesce
in this sentiment; but, on the other hand, I do
not expect them to honour me by reading this
book at all. Mohammed did not advocate poly-
gamy. He countenanced it, which is a very
different matter. What else could he do, if his
ambition was to convert half-barbarous Arabs
from the still worse practice of infanticide ? But
for this licensed plurality of wives, would they
have rallied to his banner ? The foolish western
idea of the Harem pictures the suffering women
as petted one moment and flung into the
Bosphorus the next Since man is vile, this,
figuratively at any rate, will probably be the fate
of some dear women till the end of time, but
these extreme privileges of the husband belong
rather to the Dark Ages of a religion which is,
after all, only thirteen centuries old. Even
Christendom has had its Amy Robsarts. Poly-
gamy is not, as commonly supposed, the general
rule in the East. Statistics are unreliable, but
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